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And if he served the king's command
Fairly, he should have back his land.40                                  i,79o
SWEARS   FEALTY  TO  RICHARD
The king to parley was not loath,
Nor was the emperor, and both
Decided promptly on a date
Whereon they might negotiate.
'Twas in a fig orchard that lay
Between the shore and the highway
To Limassol, it seems to me,
Where they met in full company ;
And there were matters told and said
Better than were accomplished.                                             1,800
The king his council did convoke
With his most wise and prudent folk,
And said to those who therein sate.
Whose wish for such a peace was great:
"My lords, ye are my right hand. See
If such a peace as this can be
And see that ye no damage make
To your honor, which here lies at stake,
For if it pleases ye, it will
Be done, but not if it seems ill."                                           1,810
"We think it goodly, Sire," they said,
"By such peace we are honored."
Thereon they went back, and indeed
To all the terms of peace agreed.
And to the king the emperor
The oath of fealty now swore,
Gave him his gage, and solemnly
Kissed him in pledge of loyalty.
AND  RECEIVES   GIFTS
The king did to the host repair,
Which was hard by $ he was soon there.                                  1,820
40 According to the Itinerarium (p. 198) these terms were offered by Isaac at the
conference, not, as here stated, offered as the basis for negotiations before the conference
began.